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Epsilon Chapter Recognized for Handling of COVID-19 Pandemic

T

he undergraduate members of Epsilon Chapter were
recognized on November 23, 2020, by KCCI––a news station
based in Des Moines––for going the entire fall semester without
a single member contracting COVID-19. They highlighted the
changes that were made to the Chapter House along with new
processes to reduce the chances of contracting the virus. The
active men received recognition as they were one of the very few
houses unaffected by the virus this fall. The interview featured
senior Alex Retallick ’18, video shots highlighting our COVID19 processes, and photos showing members performing regular
Fraternity activities while wearing masks and protecting
each other.
As the spring semester got underway, like so much of the world,
some of the men did end up contracting the virus. With that, the
focus of the COVID-19 joint team of alumni and active leadership
turned to managing the virus. Many Iowa State chapters lacked
the leadership and processes that our team had in place, and they
found the virus raging through their houses or temporarily closed
their doors and asked members to move out.

Our brothers executed aggressive quarantine and testing
processes. During this time, the doors of the Chapter House were
closed to all visitors and roommates were isolated with each other.
Over a three-week period while some battled the virus, brothers
remained vigilant and minimized the impact. Approximately 70%
of the Chapter avoided getting sick, which is a number that vastly
outpaced our peer chapters. Our brothers ended quarantine and
resumed regular precautions around March 15. According to the
Office of Sorority and Fraternity Engagement assistant director,
Jayde Ware, the way the men handled our outbreak was top-notch.
With most Greek houses this year, she had to do a great deal
more coaching. However, we had good processes established and
simply had to execute those plans.
We are so proud of how our active members have managed the
ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, and how they have pushed through
to remain a resolute Fraternity. You can watch KCCI’s piece on
Epsilon Chapter here: https://tinyurl.com/vvczy6uh.
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www.epsilon.betasigmapsi.org
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BETA SIG SPRING SCHOLARSHIPS
Below are the current and new scholarships available to active brothers of Epsilon Chapter. Want to help support our undergraduates?
Consider donating to the scholarship fund or applying to create a scholarship of your own!
Donor(s)

Annual Amount

Scholarship Name

Criteria

Awardee

Years in Existence

ISU Foundation
$250
Balanced Beta Sig
Endowed Fund			

Balance of the 3-S’s
(Spiritual, Scholastic, Social)

Josh Van Drie

10+ Years

ISU Foundation
$250
Balanced Beta Sig
Endowed Fund			

Balance of the 3-S’s
(Spiritual, Scholastic, Social)

Jarrett Loseke

10+ Years

Brenda and William $250
Balanced Beta Sig
Jentzen (E-292)			

Balance of the 3-S's
(Spiritual, Scholastic, Social)

Jared Greiner

*New

Kim and Scott
$1,000
Herren (E-509)		

Beta Sigma Psi,
Entering 2nd year Beta Sig

Luke Schmid

*New

Beta Sigma Psi Member,
College of Agriculture
and Life Sciences Major
Achievement

Erik Gerdts,
*New
Isaiah Walsh, and
Ryan Ungs			

Scott & Kim
Herren Scholarship

Ames Alumni Board $2,000
Darryl Jahn Memorial
		
Scholarship
			
			

Q&A with Alumni Board Member Caleb Mueller ’15
Q: What motivated you to join Beta Sigma Psi?
A: My older brother is also a member of Beta Sigma Psi. When he went
off to college and joined a fraternity, I got to see and hear firsthand the
positive experience it had on him. When I got to Iowa State, I knew I
wanted to join a fraternity as well. Beta Sig was the perfect fit for me.
Q: How did being a member of Beta Sig shape you as a person?
A: Being a member has shaped so much of my leadership and
interpersonal relationship skills in life. I learned to listen more effectively
and work with others, maximizing the strengths of the group so that
everyone succeeds. I found so much happiness in seeing my
brothers succeed.
Q: What are you most proud of in your career and/or family life?
A: I am proud to have found a successful sales job after graduating, and I
continue to grow professionally and personally within my first few years
out of college.
Q: What is the best advice you have ever received? What advice would
you offer to undergraduate brothers?
A: The best advice I received from my brothers was simply to take the
opportunity. There were many opportunities I would not have taken in
college if I didn’t have the support of someone telling me that I should
go for it. If I had any advice, it would be to make the most out of your
experience. Everyone’s college experience is a little different, and you
should go explore what the best experience is for you. Listen to your
heart and try new things! There are some opportunities that arrive in
college that might not ever come around again. Make the most of
your time!

Q: I understand you were beneficial to the Alumni Board this past
year. What motivated you to volunteer and assist the board?
A: My biggest motivation to be active on the Alumni Board is to stay
involved with the active Chapter and to see it thrive. Beta Sig made my
life so much better, and I want to make sure that it is around for years to
come, enriching the lives of more and more members.
Q: How did you work through the difficulties that COVID-19 brought
to the Chapter? What did you learn through this process?
A: Being the recruitment advisor, it was a very different time considering
people couldn’t interact with one another. My focus with the recruitment
chairmen this year was to sell our Fraternity virtually without as many
in-person Chapter House tours and interviews.
Q: How has COVID-19 changed how Epsilon Chapter functions and/
or brought new ideas to the Chapter?
A: In a weird way, COVID-19 made it possible for me to be active on
the Alumni Board. Until recently, you needed to be close to Ames to be
a member of the board. With the pandemic, and the consequential rise
of video conferencing software, I’ve been able to be active in all sorts
of activities, even from hours away. This really opens the door for any
alumni to participate and help the active body, even if they aren’t close
to Ames.
Q: Do you have a favorite quote, or someone who
consistently inspires you?
A: “If I have seen further, it is by standing on the shoulders of giants.” –
Sir Isaac Newton
I’ve had a lot of accomplishments in my life, but for every single one
of them, there was someone there to lift me up and support me. The
(Continued on page 4)
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Brothers help clean up Camp Io-Dis-E-Ca after
the derecho last fall. Stephen Sabharwal ’17 is
seen moving some branches on the left.

Members clean cars during our first-ever
Beta Sig Car Wash for Habitat.

Brothers playing a house favorite board game,
Exploding Kittens, in the war room while staying
safe during the pandemic.

Responsibility, Accountability, Success
Epsilon Chapter Records Zero Positive COVID-19 Cases in the Fall, Touts Fourth-Highest GPA in IFC

D

uring the spring of 2020, Epsilon Chapter
achieved the highest GPA out of all IFC
fraternities and fourth among all sororities and
fraternities with an average of 3.76. During
the fall of 2020, we were excited to achieve
a 3.27 GPA. This was in the top 10 of all IFC
chapters. Our new members earned a GPA
of 3.03. Online classes have been a major
adjustment for everyone and have produced
different challenges to overcome.
In January, we activated six new members,
bringing our total to 1,011. In February, our
very own Alex Retallick ’18 won the Erck
Award for his outstanding leadership and
contributions to our Chapter. Unfortunately,
there were no Chapter awards as the MEF
event was canceled due to COVID-19.
It’s no question the pandemic has affected our
everyday lives and created many obstacles to
overcome. Epsilon did an amazing job with
these challenges and recorded zero positive

cases in the fall semester. This caught the
eye of a local news station, which featured
us in a story. Our achievement was also seen
by Judson Horras, president and CEO of the
North-American Interfraternity Conference,
who gave Epsilon high praise for being a
guiding light for fraternities in the middle of a
pandemic. Epsilon also received the first, and
hopefully only, Pandemic Award for having
no positive cases of COVID-19 for the whole
semester from the Office of Sorority and
Fraternity Engagement.
Unfortunately, the spring 2020 semester was
cut short due to the pandemic, which hindered
many of the events we had planned. Last fall,
however, was very busy and filled with events.
Epsilon held our first-ever Beta Sig Car Wash
for Habitat, which raised $500 for Habitat for
Humanity. Many of our members went to Camp
Io-Dis-E-Ca to help clean up from the derecho
that tore through Iowa, recording a total of
180 service hours from serving the camp.

One of the biggest accomplishments of the
fall semester was the return of the S.S. Martin
Luther that was missing from the property.
This spring, Epsilon enjoyed a presentation
from Pastor David Beagley about some best
practices for reading your Bible. We also
hosted another Beta Sig Car Wash for
Puppy Jake on April 18.
We look forward to bettering our Chapter and
are searching for new members who will help
us reach our goals and become better men. Our
recruitment chairmen, Jarrett Loseke ’19 and
Aidan Meyer ’19, have started recruiting for
the fall semester. If you know any high school
seniors you believe would make great Beta
Sigs, please send their contact information to
betasigrecruitment@gmail.com.
Fraternally,
Brady Green ’18
Chapter President

Chapter Officers
President
Brady Green ’18
brgreen@iastate.edu
Vice President
Grant Fay ’18
Treasurer
AJ Gambil ’18

Secretary
Luke Schmid ’20

Social Chairman
David Kasbeer ’19

House Manager
Alex Retallick ’17

Recruitment Chairmen
Jarrett Loseke ’19
Aidan Meyer ’19
betasigrecruitment@gmail.com

Philanthropy Chairman
Luke Jacobi ’20
Scholarship Chairman
Jacob Fosse ’19
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Save the Date!
Homecoming 2021 Set
for October 17-23

E

psilon Chapter is thrilled to announce our intentions to resume some of
our Homecoming activities and traditions this fall. We plan to have a tent
with food, and to purchase a block of tickets for the football game. We are
not anticipating opening the Chapter House to visitors, which will be different
than in past years. A final decision will be made closer to the event.
As an Alumni Board, we anticipate there will be some individuals who do
not feel safe participating in an event like this, and we respect that. For
that reason, we will purchase football tickets in smaller blocks than usual
to minimize the loss from unsold tickets. This will likely increase the risk
that tickets may not
be available the closer
to the event we get.
When our signup goes
active, I encourage
you to register early
so we can do our
best to get tickets for
everyone. Keep an eye
on your email for more
information to come.

Q&A with Alumni
Board Member
Caleb Mueller ’15
(Continued from page 2)

success of any fraternity, any group, and any person relies
on building upon what others before us have worked on. I
was constantly uplifted by “giants” in the Fraternity, and
my hope is that I was able to be that “giant” for someone
else. I hope that I have helped them to succeed in the same
ways that so many others helped me succeed. There is an
interesting cycle in a fraternity. In the beginning, you are a
young guy, learning from mentors and others. By the end of
college, you are now the mentor. I always enjoy trying to
mentor others because I know how important it was to me.
Q: What do you enjoy doing in your spare time?
A: I enjoy walking, hiking, eating all kinds of food, and
playing video games.
Q: Is there anything else you would like to add about your
time with Epsilon Chapter, or that you would like to include
about your family?
A: When Jonah, my older brother, joined a fraternity, I
thought he was crazy. Fast forward all these years, and I’m
so thankful that he took a leap of faith that helped me find
my path with the Fraternity as well.

