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George Youngwirth ’18, Reed Burress ’15, Lynn Anderson ’66, Diane Anderson, Ethan Laughery ’15,
and Dan Jacobi ’14. Four of the past five recipients of the Lynn Anderson Sholarship pose with the Andersons.

A FALL TO REMEMBER
Epsilon Alumni Reconnect and Give Back

LEGACY TAILGATE AND GAME
On the weekend of September 21, 2019, the Alumni Board
partnered with the active Chapter to host a legacy weekend. While
Homecoming is an excellent tradition open to all of our family
members, the primary attendees are adults and older kids. This
is not by design, but the focus is on socializing, networking, and
reconnecting with your friends. We wanted to hold an event that
had more room to move around and would be just as fun for
kids as it would be adults. We held our first Legacy Tailgate in
hopes that alumni, parents, and actives would bring people who
would be considered legacies of Beta Sigma Psi, which includes
children, grandchildren, brothers, and cousins of Beta Sigs.
• We rented a shelter at Brookside Park, which was a short
walk to Jack Trice Stadium.
• About 25 alumni, parents, and children attended the tailgate.
• We played games like Bags and Frisbee.
• John “Cookie” Anderson ’05 had a make-to-order pancake
bar with other breakfast food.
The active men were there, playing games with everyone and
having a good time.
We plan to hold one this fall as well. The September 19 game
vs. UNLV will be our 2020 Legacy Game Tailgate. Email me if
you are interested. Registration will be available this summer on
our social media accounts, but by emailing me, I can send you a
registration form.

HOMECOMING WEEKEND - 70TH ANNIVERSARY
Epsilon Chapter has been around for 70 years. Can you believe
it? In that time, we’ve occupied four properties (the site of
Memorial Lutheran, Hyland, Lynn, and now Sunset). Since
1925, we’ve activated 998 brothers. Homecoming weekend we
held a massive reunion.

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 25:
BANQUET AND FORMAL CELEBRATION
More than 100 people attended the banquet on Friday night,
kicking off our celebration weekend. We held the event at the
Prairie Moon Winery north of Ames. The evening started with
a social hour with hors d’oeuvres. You could feel the buzz and
excitement in the room. After registering, most people were
bombarded with somebody shouting their name (or nickname).
After a prayer by Pastor David Beagley, dinner was served in
a fantastic catered buffet with cake for dessert provided by an
Ames baker.
Then Jacob Wheaton ’17 began the night as our master of
ceremonies. He introduced our three program speakers. Don
Grummer ’62 spoke first about his time on Hyland. Corey
Miller ’82 spoke next, and Austin Laugen ’10 finished off this
portion of the evening. The three speakers all represented the later
three houses of Beta Sigma Psi and all talked about what being a
Beta Sig has meant to them.
(Continued on page 2)
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Kevin Stinn ’02, the alumni scholarship
chairman, awarded our scholarships.
Thirty-eight $100 Dean’s List scholarships
were awarded for fall 2018 and spring
2019. We then awarded the 2019 Lynn
Anderson Leadership Scholarship to George
Youngwirth ’18. We had an excellent
opportunity for Lynn Anderson ’66 and
his wife, Diane, to take a photo with four
of the past five Lynn Anderson Scholarship
recipients. The Andersons are the true
pioneers of our scholarship program.
The keynote address was given by a team.
I introduced our new Named Scholarship
Program with help from Johann “John”
Willers ’61, an active supporter of Beta
Sigma Psi through the ISU Foundation,
and Richard “Dick” Harrison ’60 who
announced he and his wife have endowed a
scholarship with the foundation for $2,500
to be awarded to a Beta Sig in the College of
Engineering. We all paired well to rally the
alumni to help support our actives through
college.
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 26:
HOUSE TOURS, ALUMNI TAILGATE,
AND ISU FOOTBALL GAME
The morning of the 26th was beautiful. The
day started off for the early risers with Irma’s
hash and a light breakfast available at the
house. Guests could come for a tour, browse
old scrapbooks, and take a walk down
memory lane by browsing the composites
upstairs.
Then, we wandered to the tailgate at Jack
Trice Stadium. We had a new location this
year as our previous location was pre-booked
by the ISU athletic department, so we met
on the southeast side of the stadium. John
and the actives served over 250 meals definitely a record for us! Alumni could be
seen shaking hands, laughing, and having a
great time.
The Alumni Board sold 120 tickets in a block
to individuals who then went into Jack Trice
Stadium to watch the Cyclones play. Despite
our best cheering efforts, the Cyclones lost
to the Oklahoma State Cowboys 34-27. This
was really the only negative of the weekend;
we hadn’t seen a Homecoming loss in quite
a few years. Thank you to those alumni who
came to visit us over the weekend. The event
was a huge success, and we can’t wait to start
planning our next gathering.

BETA SIGMA PSI NAMED
SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM
The alumni have kicked off a new initiative
to reinvigorate our scholarship offerings. The
new program was announced at the banquet
and was explained in our fall 2019 mailing.
We are offering alumni the opportunity to
financially help undergraduates in a new way.
To start a named scholarship, we ask that you
give or pledge at least $250 each year for
the next five years. This could come from a
donation or pledge of $6,562,50 or greater to
our Endowed Scholarship Fund, or a donation
or pledge of $1,312.50 to our Current Use
Fund. I am happy to announce that five new
alumni have already stepped up.
The following is a list of our current named
scholarships:
• Lynn Anderson Leadership Scholarship,
$2,500 awarded for leadership. Lynn and
Diane Anderson
• Richard Harrison Scholarship, $2,500
awarded for College of Engineering.
Richard and Karen Harrison
• New Balanced Beta Sig Scholarship,
$250 awarded for commitment to Three
S’s. William and Brenda Jentzen
• New Scott and Kim Herren Scholarship,
$1,000 awarded to a first-year Beta Sig.
Scott and Kim Herren
• New Don Beermann Scholarship, $300
awarded to College of Agriculture and
Life Sciences, scholastic achievement,
and on-campus involvement. Don and
Holly Beermann
• New Duane Grummer and Jan Cooper
Scholarship, $1,000 awarded for
community service. Duane Grummer
and Jan Cooper
• New Doug McKechnie E-353
Scholarship, $300 awarded to juniors
and above with focus on leadership,
on-campus involvement, and other
achievements. Doug McKechnie

The breakfast spread made for
a great meal before the game.

Multiple games of bags got actives, parents,
alumni, and children of alumni interacting.

The food spread.

John “Cookie” Anderson ’05 makes
fresh-to-order chocolate chip pancakes
for the attendees—a hit with the kids.

Thank you to these people who bought
in to the vision and will allow us to help
our undergraduates navigate the financial
challenges of a college education. If you
want to participate, contact me and we’ll get
started.
Fraternally,
Jarod Carl ’00
Alumni Board President
(515) 321-8324 | jvcarl650@gmail.com

Brookside Park provided a nice grassy area
for kids to run around and throw a frisbee.
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Fun at the tailgate.

Brothers from the 1960s.

Mom Jet, Cookie, and the undergraduates.

Brothers from the 1970s.

Brothers from the 1980s.

The Brotherhood Grows

Spring Brings New Members, Memorable Bonding to Epsilon

I

n January we activated 18 new members,
bringing the all-time total of Epsilon Chapter
initiates to 998. In February, six members and
many from the Alumni Board attended the
annual Membership Education Forum in West
Des Moines, Iowa. Epsilon Chapter received
the Edwards Award for Chapter Management
and the Welge Award for Chapter Recruitment.
Additionally, Michael Flanshca ’16 received
the Luther Award for devoted service to
the Lutheran church. Jake Vanderslice ’11
received the Alumni Volunteer Service Award
for continued volunteer service to Epsilon
Chapter and Beta Sigma Psi National.
Toward the end of January, Iowa State released
the Sorority and Fraternity Community’s
academic rankings for the fall of 2019. Beta
Sigma Psi was ranked second with a 3.34 in
the IFC. Our active member GPA was a 3.41,
first of all IFC chapters, and our new members
received a 3.24—the Chapter’s second highest
new member GPA since 2008.
SHARING THE BROTHERHOOD
Mom Jet and I worked together to organize an

etiquette dinner with information provided by
Dr. Steve Burger. Dr. Burger is a hospitality
management professor at Iowa State and worked
at ISU President Geoffrey’s home when Iowa
State hosted guests. Bob Anderson, Purdue ’77,
gave a presentation on three axioms in life and
how they guided his career and life decisions.
Johnathon Thompson ’14 gave a presentation
on mental health and suicide awareness. This
topic is great for our members to be aware of to
be better brothers for each other.
Philanthropy Chairman Justin Jacobs ’19 has
already chosen a date for Sunset Cookout on
April 23. All proceeds will go to support the
Puppy Jake Foundation, who train and provide
service dogs for veterans at no cost to them.
If you wish to stop by or donate we are still
located at 2132 Sunset Drive, Ames, Iowa.
YOU CAN HELP US GROW
In 2020, we look forward to furthering Epsilon
Chapter. We are looking for new members who
will help us reach our goals and become better
men. Our recruitment chairmen, Tim Handlos
’18 and Brady Green ’18, have recruited two

Colin Mckay ’17, Stephen Sabharwal ’17,
Kyle Kretzschmar ’18, Brady Green ’18, Javier
Payne, and Jarret Loseke ’19 participated in
a Build Day with Habitat for Humanity.

new members for the spring and are already
recruiting for the fall. If you know a high
school senior who you believe could be a Beta
Sig, please do not hesitate to send their contact
information to betasigrecruitment@gmail.com.
Fraternally,
Justin Jones ’17, President
jwj@iastate.edu
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In July, we attended the Beta Sig Colorado
Leadership Retreat in Mount Evans.
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Alex Retallick ’17, Colin Mckay ’17,
Derek Van Roekel ’18, and Justin Jones ’17
hiked Mount Evans, Colo., (14,258 ft) in July.

Chapter Officers
President
Justin Jones ’17
jwj@iastate.edu
Vice President
Alex Retallick ’17
House Manager
Colin Mckay ’17
Recruitment Chairmen
Brady Green ’18
Tim Handlos ’18
betasigrecruitment@gmail.com
Treasurer
Aaron Gerdts ’17
Philanthropy Chairman
Justin Jacobs ’19
Scholarship Chairman
Matt Sporre ’19
Social Chairmen
Spencer Chinske ’16
George Youngwirth ’17
Secretary
Joe Beary ’19

Members at the 70th Anniversary Banquet at Prairie Moon Winery in Ames
with Jeanette “Mom Jet” La Grange and John “Cookie” Anderson ’05.

Connect with Epsilon Online
www.epsilon.betasigmapsi.org

l @BetaSigmaPsiISU

f Beta Sigma Psi - Epsilon Chapter

