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Connections
Transitioning to Normalcy

Help Us Spread the Word to Encourage Scholarship Applications

I

t is a relief to sit here and begin to put the past behind us as we
resume some semblance of normalcy—perhaps a new normal.
The men at the house have had busy weekends as they resume
activities that were standard two years ago, including Sig Brunch,
Homecoming, and Parents Weekend. Though the pandemic is not
over, our Beta Sigs are managing, persevering, and getting back
to college life.
The house membership quantity is good, but not where we want
it. As I’ve written about in the past, the challenges of the dorm
contract deadline and COVID-19 are detrimental and impacting
us in every way; we need everyone’s help. Our scholarships
continue to be one of the easiest conversation starters when
it comes to recruitment. Please help us spread the word by
sharing these scholarships with young men YOU know.

Below you will find a QR Code to our First Year Beta Sig
Scholarships. Take a moment to snap a photo to save on your
phone for future reference. If you hear of a man going to Iowa
State, then bring the image up on your phone to let them view
it through their smartphone camera. When they click on the link
that pops up, it takes them directly to our scholarship website
where they can submit their application. This feature is an easy
way to encourage young men to get involved in every campus
opportunity they can!
Fraternally,
Jarod Carl ’00
Alumni Board President
(515) 321-8324
jvcarl650@gmail.com

Desire to Learn Knows No Bounds
Fraternal Experience Opened Doors for John Kolb ’83

C

onstant curiosity, a hunger
for knowledge, and a drive to
explore are the best descriptors of
John Kolb ’83, a veterinarian with a
knowledge of pharmaceutical and vaccine
industries, marketing, and various cultures.
When he came to Iowa State University
in 1982, John wasn’t planning on
a Greek experience. Fortunately,
that year’s recruitment chairman,
Bill Winkelman ’79, stopped by—
or rather crashed—John’s grandfather’s
80th birthday party.
When John expressed interest in joining
a fraternity, his mother had hesitations
but was sold by the association with the
Lutheran Church. Little did John or his
mother know, meeting the Beta Sigs would
become one of his greatest joys of his career
and lead to a life of diverse experiences.
As an undergraduate, John was Chapter
president. Between fundraising for a new
Chapter House, leading men through the
Epsilon experience, and being responsible
for Chapter outcomes, he compiled a toolset
of qualities that would guide him through
his personal and professional experiences.

Having that willingness to want to try new
things played a large role in where my
career would take me.”

Even just after graduating and obtaining
a DVM in 1990, John continued to stay
involved with the Chapter as a Chapter
advisor on the Alumni Board. “Going
from a Chapter member to a general
member on the Alumni Board, you find
a new appreciation for what the Greek
community can do for you as well as the
responsibilities that alumni take on behalf
of the undergraduates,” John shared.
“The house challenged me to get out of
my comfort zone. Although there wasn’t
a wide variety of options to study abroad
back in the day, I always knew living
overseas was something I wanted to try.

In his role with a corporate team based in
Germany, he worked with veterinarians
throughout the world for more than five
years. In 2015, John and his wife took
advantage of being empty nesters and took
a leap, moving to Shanghai, China, to
help form and lead a team of 15 Chinese
veterinarians. After this, they moved to
Vienna, Austria, for two years supporting
key account teams serving large swine and
poultry producers.
As his career progressed, John was able to
become board certified and recognized as
one of less than 40 veterinarians worldwide
to be board certified in his area of expertise:
swine health management. “Combined, my
experiences were a tremendous workload,
but it was a great learning opportunity
for my next endeavors. BΣΨ gives
you opportunities to develop skills and
confidence. I promise, those assets will be
worthwhile beyond undergraduate—you’ll
have them for life,” John advised.
(Continued on page 2)
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Desire to Learn
Knows No Bounds
(Continued from page 1)
When he’s not traveling for work, John
loves to travel for leisure. In addition to
living in China, he’s spent a generous
amount of time in Brazil, Austria, Poland,
Romania and, of course, Ames, Iowa.
Reminiscing on his travels, John shared,
“The history and culture of Vienna stood out
to me. It was really something special.”
John’s wife of 33 years, Jill, is one
of his longest companions from his
undergraduate years and his favorite travel
partner. Together, they have three children
developing into their best selves:
Delaney is a civil engineer in St. Paul,
Minnesota, Maddy is a designer in Des
Moines, Iowa, and Ian is in finance in
Denver, Colorado.
John enjoys the art of food and wine,
golfing in the summer, and hunting in the
fall. He and Jill enjoy spending time with
their grandchildren. “Hopefully, on Ada
Hayden Lake whenever we can,” he added.
To connect with John (or get some travel
advice!), you can email him at drjohnkolb@
outlook.com.

John Kolb ’83 and his wife, Jill,
on one of their travel expeditions.
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Strengthening Our Bonds
Chapter President Summarizes Fraternal Activity Since Returning to Campus

T

his semester has been the closest to normal
we’ve had in almost two years; that said,
we have been the busiest we have been in quite
some time. Between cheering on the Cyclones
at Jack Trice Stadium and hosting weekend
events planned by the executive board, we have
had something to do every weekend. With the
expansion of in-person activities, we brought
back social events, including the all-house
canoe trip, all-house camping trip, and the
semi-formal in November.
We also activated two members this semester,
bringing our pin number to 1013. Additionally, we
are excited to welcome 11 new associates to Beta
Sigma Psi. They have been active in all events
that we have had thus far, and I am very confident
that this class will do a lot of great things.
With intentions of expanding of brotherhood,
we ask that you spread the word; if you know
of any young man that is coming to Iowa
State, please contact our recruitment chairmen,
Luke Jacobi ’20 and Chris Sabharwal ’20, at
betasigrecruitment@gmail.com.
This semester, we have had multiple
presentations at the Chapter informing us of
campus resources and safety protocols. The

Iowa State Police Department presented a crash
course about safe drinking and resources they
offer to students at Iowa State. Trevor Holland,
a graduate assistant in the Office of Fraternity
and Sorority Engagement, also spoke to us
about sexual assault occurring in Greek life to
help our members further understand the
harm and consequences.
Chapter meetings remain productive this
semester as active members have started to
incorporate spiritual highs—a brief sharing
of things that happened throughout the week
connected to our spiritual values; we have
continued this in all meetings throughout the
semester. Our faith is at the forefront of our
minds when discussing Chapter business.
We look forward to growing the Epsilon
Chapter and strengthening our brotherhood. We
also reobtained the USS Martin Luther, and it
is now sitting peacefully on our deck. In the
coming year, we can’t wait to resume normalcy,
strengthen our bonds, and connect with alumni.
Fraternally,
Brady Green ’18
Chapter President
brgreen@iastate.edu

Alex Brown ’19 and Luke Schmid ’20
reading their bibles during
the fall 2021 all-house retreat
at Sunstream Retreat Center in September.

James Creel ’21, Luke Jacobi ’20,
David Kasbeer ’19, Josh Van Drie ’19,
and the other actives trying to
stay warm during our camping trip
at Don Williams campsite in Boone.

Beta Sig’s pre-semester kickball game at Iowa
State’s new recreation center after Work Week,
activation, and fall formal recruitment.

The men of Beta Sigma Psi after
serenading the sororities around campus
the day before classes start.
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Plans to Renovate
Chapter House
We Need Your Financial Support

E

psilon Chapter is in the process of scoping
out two new projects at the Chapter House
that come out of necessity for our aging home.
They are critical to the infrastructure of our
house and needed investments to ensure our
house is around for decades to come.
For our first project, we plan to repave our
driveway and main parking lot. Asphalt
pavement lasting for 7-10 years will cost
us $50,000 to $60,000, while a concrete
solution lasting more than 30 years is closer
to $150,000. While completing this, we will
regrade the back of the house and improve the
drainage away from the house foundation.
Additionally, the walls of the house have begun
leaking. When a big storm rolls in, our men
find water in different parts of the house. After
consulting with a local bricklayer, the mortar
is breaking down; we are staring down the
need to repair the mortar on the exterior walls
as well as replace windows that have been
damaged because of the leaking. Costs of this
endeavor are still being scoped out, but prices
could be around $100,000.

This is where we want to lean on our alumni
base of nearly 950 Beta Sigs. While everyone
may not be in a place to offer money, there are
still ways you can help! Below are various ways
to aid in the financial outcomes of these projects:
•

•

•

Those with experience in these
construction businesses, who can
help us scope the projects, choose
the vendors, and serve in general
contracting roles, will be invaluable in
determining the route we take.
Financial gifts will help us offset
the costs. We anticipate being able
to use funds from the ISU housing
foundation, but we will need funds
made available directly to us as well.
It is likely we will need to come up
with 50 percent of the project cost
outside of ISU Foundation funds due
to tax laws.
Gifts related to the materials and labor
are needed for construction.

Cream of the Crop
Welcome, New Members
Marc Binder
St. Louis, Mo.

Aiden Meseck
Charter Oak, Iowa

Samual Bredensteiner
Bedford, Iowa

Kyle Mueller
Marion, Iowa

Cole Chinske*
Gurnee, Ill.

Thomas Nitsch
Naperville, Ill.

James Creel
Cherokee, Iowa

Luke Post
Walker, Iowa

Luke Jerich
Eden Prairie, Iowa

Trevor Roubadeaux
Little Elm, Texas

Spencer Lines
Pella, Iowa

*Legacy

Chapter House features
in need of renovation,
including bricks walls,
parking lot, and driveway.
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