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Connections
Alumni and active members meet at Hope Lutheran Church of Waukee to discuss the future of the Chapter.

RISING TO THE CHALLENGE
Epsilon Needs Your Support in Recruiting New Members

s I write this fall’s article, I am both nervous and proud. We
A
are facing some significant challenges as we embark on the
2019-20 school year and into the future. We had a downward

swing in our membership. As I discussed in the spring newsletter,
Iowa State moved the date of dorm contracts up to May 1. After
that date, a very significant portion of the year’s contracts comes
due. The undergraduates did a good job adjusting their recruitment
plan and moved in 11 new members despite the changes. Combine
that with higher than usual turnover, and our numbers are down
12 members. Our budget will be tight this year.
In order to get the alumni partnership with the actives moving in
the right direction, a group of about 15 alumni and actives met
this summer at the Hope Lutheran Church of Waukee. We talked
about topics ranging from “Recruitment” to “Activation” and to
“Critical Conversations”. Some key actions that got kicked off
that weekend were:
• We discussed ways to improve alumni engagement. From
		 housing recruiters during a visit, to sharing your college
		 experiences with a local high schooler - to something as simple
		 as “Like”ing or “Sharing” Beta Sig Posts on Facebook or
		 Twitter, you can make a difference in recruitment. We
		 discussed how we as the alumni board can help get the
		word out.
• We are going to reconsider the recruiter reimbursement plan to
		 account for the new landscape.
• We discussed how we would change our marketing materials
		 and methods to target the newest generation of students.
It really was a great time to bond, and we hope to do it again next
summer.
As a team, actives and alumni will be working throughout the
year to aggressively revisit our recruitment methods and must
push a summer’s worth of recruitment into the school year. I am
confident that our active brothers will rise to the challenge and
adjust. You can do your part by referring any high school juniors
and seniors coming to Iowa State at http://epsilon.betasigmapsi.
org/refer.
We’ve had a little changeover on our Alumni Board as well. Brian
Clark ’95, our long-time Alumni Board member, has announced

his retirement from the board. Brian has served as alumni advisor,
alumni house manager, and treasurer for more than 20 years. His
time, energy, and passion for Beta Sigma Psi has been second to
none, and he truly will be missed. Thank you, Brian!
Dan Jacobi ’14 has taken over the treasurer duties from Brian. Look
within this newsletter for a spotlight on Dan. Karl Wacker ’10 has
taken on the house manager duties. Thanks, guys, for your help!
Lastly, this is a final call for everybody to come to the 70th
Anniversary Celebration of Epsilon. If you haven’t registered
http://epsilon.betasigmapsi.org/alumni/. Hope to see you there!
Fraternally,
Jarod Carl ’00
Alumni Board President
(515) 321-8324 | jvcarl650@gmail.com

Mark Your
Calendars for
Our 70th
Anniversary!
70th Anniversary
Celebration Weekend

Friday, October 25-Sunday, October 27
See epsilon.betasigmapsi.org/alumni for more details.
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Becoming a
Better Beta Sig

Dan Jacobi ’14 Shares
Importance of Alumni Involvement

C

onsistent alumni
support is key to any
Chapter’s success, and
that influential support
helps keep Epsilon Chapter
going strong. This creates
an experience that inspires
brothers to stay involved
beyond their undergraduate
years, like Dan Jacobi ’14.
After encountering many
significant role models as an
undergraduate member of
Epsilon Chapter, Dan was
motivated to join the Alumni Board following graduation.
In his role as the Epsilon Chapter Alumni Board treasurer,
Dan manages the Alumni Board’s finances and serves as a
financial advisor for the Chapter. By staying involved as an
alumnus, he hopes to be able to pay it forward and provide
his undergraduate brothers with the same support and
life-changing experience he received as an undergraduate
member.
“Having alumni support, whether it’s through volunteering
time or through financial contributions, can be a huge
competitive advantage in helping sustain the Chapter’s
ability to positively impact its members through the constant
changes the undergraduates experience,” Dan said. “That’s
why I think alumni support is a critical component of making
the Fraternity the best it can be for its members.”
The number of alumni involved with Epsilon Chapter
continues to grow, and Dan encourages alumni who would
like to reconnect with the Chapter to reach out and see how
they can help support the undergraduate members. If time is
an issue, Dan says there are smaller ways alumni can chip in
to help if they so choose. He is thankful for everyone in the
past and present who have put their time and resources into
making Beta Sig a better Fraternity.
Dan is also on the Beta Sigma Psi National Board of
Directors as the director of alumni. In this capacity, he
supports the Fraternity’s various alumni boards and leads
their alumni relations on the national level.
In addition to volunteering his time with Beta Sigma Psi,
Dan is a commercial real estate analyst at FBL Financial
Group, where he analyzes potential real estate investments
for the company and helps manage their existing real estate
portfolio. He lives in West Des Moines and enjoys spending
time with his family and friends, exercising, traveling, and
doing community service.
If you would like to connect with Dan and find out how you
can get involved with the Epsilon Chapter Alumni Board or
volunteer with the Chapter, his email is d.jacobi.10@gmail.com.

COOK, CONFIDANT,
BROTHER
John Anderson Celebrates 20 Years at Beta Sig

J

ohn Anderson gets to work early each morning to ensure the menus are in
order. He then goes to the grocery store to pick up the necessary ingredients
for that day. He arrives back at Beta Sigma Psi and begins to prepare the meals.
This may seem like an ordinary cook job, but over the past 20 years John has
transformed his role into so much more.
A confidant, an advisor, one of the brothers: these are just a few ways to
describe John’s relationship with the men of Epsilon Chapter. His day-to-day
will likely involve conversations with the members, helping them with problems
they may be having, or
just joking around. “I’m
just one of the guys and
they will listen to me if
they need someone to
talk to,” John said.
He travels with them
to bowl games and
attends MEF; these
road trips are some of
his favorite memories
with the Chapter as the
members interact with
him not as the cook but
as a friend. John also
encourages members
to get involved in the
church. He helps with
a multitude of events at
the Lutheran church and
is proud when Beta Sigs
volunteer alongside him.

John Anderson coaching the handbell
ensemble at the Lutheran church.

While John is seen as
one of the guys, he still
takes his cooking role
very seriously. He bases his menus off what the members like, but also tries
to get them out of their comfort zones. “I like to make new things for them;
college is an education so I think food should be an education,” he shared.
Over the past 20 years, John has seen quite the change in eating habits. From
the standard meat and potatoes, the men have grown to like more rice and pasta
and a full salad bar with fresh vegetables from John’s garden. He even got the
men to try Brussels sprouts, and to his surprise, they enjoy them. He embraces
this change as it allows him to experiment with new foods.
“It’s expanding my skills and knowledge in cooking. I get to look up new
recipes in types of food like Mexican and Oriental that I didn’t grow up with
and am not used to cooking, so it’s good for me,”
John said.
John’s experience with the Epsilon Chapter has led to lifelong friendships
and life-changing opportunities. From traveling the country with the members
to giving them a hard time in the kitchen, he shows dedication to more than
supplying the meals, but to the well-being of the brothers.
As John reflects on 20 years with the Chapter, he has this to say, “I’m always
proud to say I’ve cooked at the Beta Sig house for 20 years and still enjoy it.”

Epsilon brothers perform serenades to the 15 sororities on campus,
congratulating
Page 3 their new members and welcoming them into the community.
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CHAPTER TAKES HOME SIX AWARDS AT
FRATERNAL EXCELLENCE BANQUET
Epsilon Aims to Increase Membership and GPA in the Coming Semesters

L

Alex Retallick ’17, Colin Mckay ’17, Derek Van Roekel
’18, and Justin Jones ’17 proudly displayed the Beta
Sigma Psi flag after hiking Mount Evans in July as part
of Beta Sigma Psi’s National Leadership Summit.

ast semester, Epsilon Chapter faced its
share of adversity, yet we also celebrated
many successes. Recruitment continues to be
a changing environment, but we are excited
to have a class of 24 associate members this
fall. We are working hard to add brothers by
following up with current contacts, reaching
out to new potential members through the
church and dorms, and planning for fall formal
recruitment.
Our goal is to have a class of 25 associates
in the fall and 15 associates in the spring. We
are looking to grow the Chapter over the next
couple of years, recouping losses stemming
from issues the Chapter faced
last semester.

CHAPTER AWARDS

Brothers remove the old freezer from the Chapter
House during fall work week in August.

At the Fraternal Awards of Excellence (FAE)
banquet in April, Epsilon took home a slew of
awards, including certificates for excellence
in civic engagement, academics, friendship,
social justice, and leadership along with
the President’s Award. We were one of four
chapters to receive the President’s Award and
the only fraternity to receive this
prestigious honor.

This application cycle, we hope to score
highly again on the FAE by motivating the
Chapter, providing professional development
opportunities, and bringing in a variety of
speakers. We are on President Dr. Wendy
Wintersteen’s list and look forward to hosting
her later this fall or next spring.

FOCUSED ON ACHIEVING
GOALS THIS FALL

The Chapter is hoping to improve on our 3.31
cumulative GPA from the spring to reach a
3.35, which would be an all-time high for the
Chapter. We also aspire to exceed 15 hours of
community service per member. Our members
continue to be heavily involved at Memorial
Lutheran Church and Habitat for Humanity.
Our community service chairman is working to
find exciting new opportunities for our men to
give back to the community.
As always, alumni are welcome at the Chapter
House anytime. We hope to see many of you
this fall for our 70th anniversary celebration.
Fraternally,
Andrew Wilmes ’16
President
ajwilmes@iastate.edu

After new members moved into the Chapter
House, members embark on the annual canoe
trip which serves as a great way for new
members and actives to bond.

The 2019 executive board for the fall semester
celebrated the final night of activation in August.

The Chapter gathers at Perkins for a late-night
meal to celebrate the newly activated members.
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Attention: This newsletter is intended for alumni and parents. If your son is still attending Iowa State University, he will receive a copy at the
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Beta Sig’s Latest

and

Greatest

Welcome, Fall 2019 New Members

Nate Anderson
Monmouth, Ill.

Riley Hogan
Elk River, Minn.

William Nelmark
Naperville, Ill.

Joseph Badalacco
Plymouth, Minn.

Justin Jacobs*
Ankeny, Iowa

Javier Payne
Creve Coeur, Mo.

Joseph Beary
Lovilia, Iowa

David Kasbeer
Lake Forest, Ill.

Jackson Phillips
Greenfield, Minn.

Treasurer
Aaron Gerdts ’17

Caleb Black
Pleasantville, Iowa

Adam Lobberecht
New Sharon, Iowa

William Rowen
Little Rock, Ark.

Recruitment Chairmen
Derek Van Roekel ’18
(515) 777-0623
betasigrecruitment@gmail.com

Alexander Brown
Urbandale, Iowa

Jarrett Loseke
Gowrie, Iowa

Matthew Sporre
Brooklyn Park, Minn.

Daniel Feldt*
West Des Moines, Iowa

Patrick McCormick
Plainfield, Ill.

Jordan Teska
Racine, Wis.

Jacob Fosse
Cedar Rapids, Iowa

Aidan Meyer
Cedar Rapids, Iowa

Joshua Van Drie
Aurora, Ill.

First Vice President
George Youngwirth ’17
Second Vice President
Jesse Martinson ’16
Recording Secretary
Justin Jones ’17

Tim Handlos ’18
(512) 966-7667
betasigrecruitment@gmail.com
Philanthropy Chairman
Stephen Sabharwal ’17
Scholarship Chairman
AJ Gambill ’18
Social Chairman
Colin McKay ’17

Jared Greiner
Crystal Lake, Ill.

Daniel Wu
Bolingbrook, Ill.

Matthew Greiner
Ames, Iowa

*Legacy

